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“Green has provided a work of such depth and scope that historians and 
sociologists might ignore it at their own considerable loss.”
 — Dianne Snow, Comparative Education

“This is a courageous and challenging book. Not everyone will agree with it, 
but anyone trying to make sense of the deep-seated changes … in education 
systems worldwide can benefit from the insights gleaned from the attempt 
to grapple with the arguments developed by Andy Green.” 
— Roy Lowe, History of Education 

“Education and State Formation was a very good book when first published 
in 1990; in its 2nd edition, it is an even better one, bringing the earlier account 
fully up-to-date, embracing new literatures and more countries, notably Japan, 
making it one of the most lucid and intelligent analyses available of the 
relationship between education and nation-building. The new section on 
East Asia is well written, immensely scholarly and almost a book in itself.” 
— David Halpin, Visiting Professor, Southwest University, China

Education is often used as a key instrument of nation-building in new states: 
to assimilate immigrants, promote dominant religious and political doctrines, 
spread the standard form of national languages, and to forge national identities 
and cultures. In this second edition of his seminal book on the origins of public 
education in England, France, Prussia, and the USA, Andy Green shows how 
education has also been used as a tool of successful state formation in the 
developmental states of East Asia. While human capital theories have focused 
on how schools and colleges supply the skills for economic growth, Green 
shows how the forming of citizens and national identities through education 
provided the necessary condition for both economic and social development.

Andy Green is Professor of Comparative Social Science at the Institute of 
Education, University of London, and Director of the ERSC Research Centre 
on Learning and Life Chances in Knowledge Economies and Societies (LLAKES).
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